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In mainstream political literature, legitimacy is defined as the people’s acceptance of the
right of a regime or ruler to exercise power. However, in the Islamic political system,
the concept of legitimacy transcends this traditional definition, as it is fundamentally
linked to Islamic law (Sharia), which is considered the essential source of legitimacy.
This connection leads to a fundamental difference between the concept of legitimacy in
Islamic political thought and its counterpart in Western political literature. This study
aims to analyze the concept of legitimacy in Islam, focusing on the essential relation-
ship between legitimacy and authority in the Islamic political system. The study begins
by reviewing various definitions of the concept of authority and analyzing scholars’
perspectives on it. It then moves on to examine the relationship between legitimacy and
authority as addressed in political literature. Following this, the study presents a com-
prehensive view of the concept of legitimacy from an Islamic perspective, analyzing the
role and status of the people in achieving legitimacy and strengthening authority within
the Islamic system. The study also focuses on how divine legitimacy is embodied in the
political system through its conformity with the teachings of Islam, in addition to the
role of popular acceptance in activating this legitimacy. The researcher concludes that
divine legitimacy, which depends on adherence to Islamic law and its integration with
popular acceptance, is the fundamental pillar for building Islamic political authority and
enhancing the stability and continuity of the system.
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