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The universal jurisdiction principle is considered one of the aspects of extending crimi-
nal law outside the territory of the state. It has been adopted by states as a precautionary
measure to prevent perpetrators of international crimes from escaping punishment. This
is without requiring the existence of a traditional relationship between the state with uni-
versal jurisdiction and the crime committed, with the condition that the crimes subject to
universal jurisdiction arise from international treaties and agreements. On this basis, the
principle of universal jurisdiction has two basic dimensions, one domestic and the other
international, as this principle is the meeting point of two branches of law: criminal
law and international law. By examining Article (23) of the Syrian Penal Code of 1949,
which explicitly adopted the principle of universal jurisdiction, it becomes clear that the
Syrian legislator was unsuccessful in legislating this principle due to its failure to take
into account the legal foundations and justifications behind it. The principle established
by Syrian law is considered broader in scope than the scope of its intended purpose, and
it violates the principle of absolute sovereignty of states over their territories without
legal justification. Furthermore, unlike the laws of other countries, the principle under
study does not require the crime committed to be international and to undermine the
security and stability of the international community for its application.
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