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This article examines the impacts of climate change on the Persian Gulf region and
analyzes the capacities of international law in addressing these impacts. The article
highlights the unique environmental characteristics of the Persian Gulf, including its
shallow depth and high salinity, which make it highly vulnerable to climate change,
particularly sea-level rise and increasing temperatures. The article discusses the legal
challenges arising from climate change, such as the impact of sea-level rise on the base-
lines of coastal states and the stability of maritime boundaries, and examines relevant
provisions of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. The article
also reviews the main international instruments for addressing climate change (the 1992
Convention, the Kyoto Protocol, the 2015 Paris Agreement) and the latest developments
in international judicial bodies, including the advisory opinions of the International Tri-
bunal for the Law of the Sea and the International Court of Justice, as well as judgments
of the European Court of Human Rights. The article concludes that although the Gulf
states are parties to many agreements, their political and economic disputes, and their
dependence on oil and gas, hinder the necessary regional cooperation to address climate
change. It calls for the establishment of a joint regional mechanism to protect the Per-
sian Gulf before it is too late.
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