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The Lebanese Hezbollah was formed as a natural consequence of the popular uprising
against Israel’s occupation of parts of Lebanese territory in 1967, and its military presence,
alongside the Syrian military presence, in Lebanon in 1978. This organization emerged
as a result of solidarity among the Islamic Movement of the Amal Movement, the Da’wa
Party, and other popular groups, and has been known since 1984 as Hezbollah. Although
successive Lebanese governments repeatedly affirmed, in their ministerial statements, the
necessity of resistance in the face of foreign aggression, the equation that had existed since
1989, following the conclusion of the Taif Agreement, namely, “the army, the people, and
the resistance,” was transformed into a policy of “restricting weapons” at both the domes-
tic and international levels. This article raises the question: To what extent is Hezbollah’s
retention of its weapons consistent with international law? It concludes that the research
hypothesis, according to which Hezbollah’s retention of its weapons is, to a large extent,
consistent with the rules of international law, can be defended. The weapons retained by
Hezbollah may be justified from the perspective of the right of the Lebanese people and the
Palestinian people to self-determination, as well as a means of expressing religious beliefs.
In addition, within the framework of the law of armed conflict, Hezbollah members may
be recognized as lawful combatants enjoying the privileges provided under international
humanitarian law; nor can Hezbollah’s enjoyment of the right of legitimate self-defence be
excluded on the basis that it is an entity possessing legal personality. The Lebanese state’s
inability to defend itself does not negate the people’s right to do so. In addition, if Hezbol-
lah has established effective control over parts of Lebanese territory, grounds may arise
for examining the possibility of its legal recognition, provided that the other conditions are
met. Furthermore, international resolutions and Lebanese domestic decisions, where they
are shown to conflict with the right to self-determination as a peremptory norm, do not
necessarily acquire legitimate legal effects
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