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The Lebanese Hezbollah was formed as a natural consequence of the popular uprising
against Israel’s occupation of parts of Lebanese territory in 1967, and its military presence,
alongside the Syrian military presence, in Lebanon in 1978. This organization emerged
as a result of solidarity among the Islamic Movement of the Amal Movement, the Da’wa
Party, and other popular groups, and has been known since 1984 as Hezbollah. Although
successive Lebanese governments repeatedly affirmed, in their ministerial statements, the
necessity of resistance in the face of foreign aggression, the equation that had existed since
1989, following the conclusion of the Taif Agreement, namely, “the army, the people, and
the resistance,” was transformed into a policy of “restricting weapons” at both the domes-
tic and international levels. This article raises the question: To what extent is Hezbollah’s
retention of its weapons consistent with international law? It concludes that the research
hypothesis, according to which Hezbollah’s retention of its weapons is, to a large extent,
consistent with the rules of international law, can be defended. The weapons retained by
Hezbollah may be justified from the perspective of the right of the Lebanese people and the
Palestinian people to self-determination, as well as a means of expressing religious beliefs.
In addition, within the framework of the law of armed conflict, Hezbollah members may
be recognized as lawful combatants enjoying the privileges provided under international
humanitarian law; nor can Hezbollah’s enjoyment of the right of legitimate self-defence be
excluded on the basis that it is an entity possessing legal personality. The Lebanese state’s
inability to defend itself does not negate the people’s right to do so. In addition, if Hezbol-
lah has established effective control over parts of Lebanese territory, grounds may arise
for examining the possibility of its legal recognition, provided that the other conditions are
met. Furthermore, international resolutions and Lebanese domestic decisions, where they
are shown to conflict with the right to self-determination as a peremptory norm, do not
necessarily acquire legitimate legal effects
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In modern societies, the establishment and maintenance of legal order is a fundamental
concern, primarily achieved through the institution of law. Through their interaction with
modern nation-states, contemporary conceptions of law have gradually entered Islamic so-
cieties. Nevertheless, because the provision of normative order and the determination of
religious authority (hujjiyyah) have traditionally been grounded in Islamic jurisprudence
(figh) and the authority of the jurist (Faqih), figh continues to constitute a primary source
of normative and legal guidance in these societies. This reliance has given rise to theoretical
and practical challenges, with some scholars arguing that fundamental differences between
figh and modern law render their full reconciliation difficult or even impossible. Against
this background, the present study asks: What challenges arise from the relationship be-
tween modern legal theory and figh, and to what extent can these challenges be addressed
within a figh-based legal framework? Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology,
this study examines the relationship between modern law and Islamic jurisprudence and
explores the capacity of figh to respond to the demands of contemporary legal systems.
The findings suggest that, given its inherent normative and legal character, figh possesses
the conceptual and institutional capacity to address these challenges and contribute to the
establishment of the normative order required by modern law. The principal contribution of
this study lies in identifying and addressing the points of tension between figh and modern
law by demonstrating the extensive capacity of Wilayah-based figh for legal and institu-
tional system-building and legislative development, drawing on the foundational theory of
the Wilayah-Based Legal Syste.
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Iraqi and French legal frameworks. Although the laws of both jurisdictions formally rec-
ognize central bank independence, the extent to which such independence translates into
effective supervisory performance remains shaped by significant differences in their leg-
islative, institutional, and governance structures. Against this background, the study an-
alyzes the legal foundations and safeguards of central bank independence, examines the
supervisory powers vested in central banks, and assesses how institutional, functional, and
financial independence may contribute to the effectiveness of financial supervision and
the maintenance of monetary and financial stability. The research adopts a comparative
analytical methodology based on an examination of relevant legislative and regulatory pro-
visions, selected fighi opinions, and pertinent official and international reports. The find-
ings indicate that, despite the formal recognition of central bank independence, the Central
Bank of Iraq Law No. 56 of 2004 contains shortcomings concerning the legal safeguards
governing the dismissal of the Governor and members of the Board, as well as uncertainties
regarding the Bank’s financial independence. These shortcomings may limit the effective
exercise of its supervisory functions. By contrast, the French framework, operating within
the broader institutional structure of the European System of Central Banks, incorporates
more developed safeguards for central bank autonomy, while also providing mechanisms
for institutional accountability and oversight. The study concludes that formal legal recog-
nition of central bank independence is insufficient to ensure effective supervision. Effective
independence requires a coherent set of institutional, functional, and financial safeguards,
accompanied by transparent accountability, reporting, and disclosure mechanisms. Accord-
ingly, the study recommends revising the Iraqi legal framework governing central bank
independence, particularly with respect to tenure protections, decision-making autonomy,
and financial safeguards, while drawing selectively on relevant aspects of the French ex-
perience and adapting them to Iraq’s specific legal and institutional context. Such reforms
could strengthen the effectiveness of financial institution supervision and contribute to
greater monetary and financial stability.
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In many countries, central governments have experienced crises of legitimacy as the shortcom-
ings of centralized systems of governance have become increasingly apparent, particularly their
inability to respond effectively and meet local and grassroots needs. In response, governments
have sought to restore legitimacy through decentralization and relocalization of governance.
An examination of the factors influencing the performance of local councils indicates that their
effectiveness is shaped by a range of variables, including political culture, such as civil society,
beliefs, values, and prevailing perceptions of power and politics, the political system, particu-
larly its institutional structure and ideological foundations, the legal framework, including the
Constitution and legislation governing local councils, and the relatively recent establishment of
local councils in Iran and Malaysia. In Iran, state affairs are, in principle, exercised according to
their nature via the three branches of government: the legislative, executive, and judicial. Along-
side these branches, however, certain institutions possess structures and powers that, by virtue of
the nature of their functions and organizational arrangements, cannot be classified as part of the
Leadership institution or any of the three branches. Nevertheless, these institutions play a sig-
nificant role in the exercise of public authority under the existing legal framework. In practice,
however, the role assigned to local councils under the current laws and regulations has largely
been reduced to that of consultative bodies. Rather than constituting genuine decentralization of
decision-making and executive authority from central institutions to local bodies, their role has
effectively amounted to deconcentration, involving the transfer of certain peripheral adminis-
trative powers from central governmental institutions and their provincial representatives. The
position of local councils in Malaysia presents a different institutional context. Although local
councils are highly active and influential in administrative and executive matters, their political
autonomy remains limited despite the country’s federal structure. In relation to the legislature,
local councils in the Southeast Asian country operate within the framework of federal and state
legislation; in relation to the executive, they function under the extensive supervision of state
governments; and in relation to the judiciary, they remain subject to legal and judicial oversight.
These institutional arrangements constrain the political autonomy of local councils and demon-
strate the extent to which their authority remains subject to the three branches of government.
Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, this study examines the status and institution-
al position of administrative decentralization within the legal systems of Iran and Malaysia, with
particular emphasis on the concept of decentralization and its distinction from deconcentration.
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The increase in the number of women heads of households in contemporary societies has
led to their inclusion among vulnerable groups, and their legal protection has become a cen-
tral issue in human rights and social policies. Following a descriptive-analytical and com-
parative method, this study seeks to answer the question: How are women heads of house-
holds protected in Islamic countries, and what are the aspects of mutual influence between
the domestic legal system of Islamic countries and international human rights law? To this
end, the protective foundations have been explained in international instruments (the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child) and in the Islamic jurispruden-
tial-legal system (the classical Islamic legal institutions of maintenance/alimony (nafaqah),
custody (hadanah), and the public treasury (bayt al-mal)). The policies of five Islamic coun-
tries (Iran, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Egypt, and Turkey) in the fields of social welfare and
economic empowerment have also been comparatively analyzed. The findings show that
Islamic countries have gradually moved from a purely charitable approach to rights-based
and empowerment-based policies. In the last decade, the Iranian legal system has witnessed
significant developments, most notably: the Law on Reducing Working Hours for Female
Employees with Special Circumstances (Women Heads of Households) of 2016; the obli-
gation under the Sixth Development Plan Law to prepare a “Comprehensive Empowerment
Plan”; the allocation of a share of banking facilities in budget laws; and health insurance
coverage for villagers. Proposed solutions include: dynamic jurisprudential interpretation
(the Islamic jurisprudential rule of no hardship and constriction (qa‘idat nafy al-‘usr wa
al-haraj), and the rule of public interest (maslahah, qa‘idat al-maslahah)), the enactment
of a comprehensive law for women heads of households, and the design of social security
networks based on governmental jurisprudence, which could achieve convergence between
the two legal systems and enhance the protection of this group.
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Article type: The siting of military installations in residential areas, from the perspective of public law
Research Article and figh (Islamic jurisprudence), raises the question of balancing national security with

citizens’ rights, because such a measure may expose civilians to security risks. This study
aims to clarify the limits of the legitimacy of these decisions and to examine the state’s
responsibility for risks imposed on citizens. It adopts a descriptive-analytical method and
relies on library sources in public law, Islamic jurisprudence, and modern theories of state
responsibility. The findings show that national security is not an absolute concept and that
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